BERKSHIRE COUNTY

COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN

2026 Annual Report

Commissioners:

- Meg Arvin, Chair (Pittsfield)

- Destiny Easler, Vice Chair (Richmond)

- Marissa Dubecky Meehan, Recorder (Richmond)

- Sarah Gillooly (Pittsfield), Laura Cabrera (Pittsfield), Maayan Nuri Hed (Pittsfield), Franci Gazzaniga (Pittsfield)
- Kristen Tool (Lanesborough)-through 5/5/25, Hope Bussiere (Adams) — through 12/31/25

Mission:

The Berkshire County Commission on the Status of Women represents all cities and towns in Berkshire
County including Adams, Alford, Becket, Cheshire, Clarksburg, Dalton, Egremont, Florida, Great Barrington,
Hancock, Hinsdale, Lanesborough, Lee, Lenox, Mount Washington, New Ashford, New Marlborough, North
Adams, Otis, Peru, Pittsfield, Richmond, Sandisfield, Savoy, Stockbridge, West Stockbridge, Williamstown,
and Windsor.

Advocacy:
To further strengthen relationships with legislators and community stakeholders, Commissioners

consistently engaged with local elected officials throughout the calendar year. Various elected
officials were invited and several successfully attended various BCCSW events and meetings.

Listed below are the seven legislative priorities that the Berkshire Commission supports:
1. Act Relative to Language Access and Inclusion (S. 2125/H. 3084) — Ensures language
equity for residents navigating complex systems, including immigration law, by expanding
access to interpretation and translation services.

2. Healthy Youth Act (S. 268/H. 544) — Improves comprehensive sex and relationship
education in Massachusetts public schools.

3. An Act for Affordable Early Education and Care (S. 301/H. 489) — Expands access to
high-quality, affordable early education and childcare to support child development, family
well-being, and the Commonwealth's economy.

4. Thel AM Bill — An Act to Increase Access to Menstrual Products (S. 2640/H. 1959) —
Requires access to disposable menstrual products in prisons, homeless shelters, and
public schools.

5. An Act Providing a Defense Under the Wiretap Law (S. 1215) — Allows individuals to
make recordings as documentation of threats, harassment, or other crimes without facing
prosecution under the state wiretap law.

6. An Act Relative to Sexual Assaults by Adults in Positions of Authority or Trust (S.
1163/H. 1634) — Strengthens protections for children by broadly defining positions of
trust and authority to include any adult providing instruction, care, or supervision —
regardless of employment status or setting.

7. An Act Modernizing the Six Fundamental Rights (S. 1389/H. 5229) — Added to the
Commission's agenda at the Public Hearing, this legislation expands Massachusetts'
existing framework to include the right to confidential communication, daily visitors, and
private outdoor time for individuals receiving mental health, substance use, and recovery
services.
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Programming:

The Regional Commission implemented the following programming in fiscal year 2026:
Trans-Women Listening Session

(e]

In November of 2025, we hosted a Trans-Women Listening Session with the community
and local elected officials. nuri hed of Seeing Rainbows (a trans-led and trans-focused
nonprofit) and Ashley Shade of North Adams city council were our guest speakers. Both
spoke about navigating governmental work as trans women — and the personal weight of
policies that directly affect trans and gender nonconforming people.

Domestic Violence Advocate guest speaker

o

In February of 2026, we hosted Flordaliza (Flo) Pimentel-Aggrey. In the past, Flo was a
Victim Witness Advocate for the Berkshire County DA, and she is currently the Violence
Prevention Coordinator at Williams College. Flordaliza provides direct advocacy support
to survivors, facilitates education and prevention programming, and works to build safe
and inclusive communities. Flo has over 20 years of experience in crisis intervention,
advocacy, and community engagement. A longtime Berkshire resident, she is committed
to empowering survivors and ensuring access to resources across the Williams
community.

Public Hearing

o

o

In March of 2026, the Commission hosted a public hearing at the Berkshire Athenaeum to
gather testimony from community members, advocates, students, and officials on issues
affecting women and girls in Berkshire County. Over 50 people joined to listen, with 20
powerful testimonies voiced. Legislators in attendance included: State Representatives
Leigh Davis, Tricia Farley-Bouvier, John Barrett, and State Senator Paul Mark. Topics
included childcare-related issues, the use of technology and social media, sexual health
and education, wage gap concerns, and more.

The public hearing was a true team effort, with each commissioner contributing in
meaningful ways. Destiny Easler coordinated Commission merchandise for members to
wear and distribute. Sarah Gillooly arranged on-site childcare, ensuring attendees with
children could participate fully. Franci Gazzaniga worked with the library to secure and
prepare the venue, including all necessary technology. Laura Cabrera translated the
online testimony form and played a vital role in supporting testimony from
undocumented women — some of the hearing's most powerful voices.

Marissa Meehan handled food sourcing from local caterers and led significant outreach
efforts, as did Kristen Tool. Meg Arvin transported materials to the venue, provided
beverages and supplies, conducted extensive outreach, and served as an exceptional
host — creating an atmosphere that felt less like a formal hearing and more like a
genuine conversation. Two commissioners also offered personal testimony, grounding
the event in lived experience and affirming that the women of this Commission are
themselves members of the community they serve.

A community member personally associated with the Chair helped tremendously with
tech, refreshments, transportation, among other true contributions that the commission
is very appreciative of.

Self-Defense Class

In April of 2026, the BCCSW partnered with Girls Inc. to host a self-defense class taught
by Abigail Allard from Berkshire Boxing Academy. 10+ people attended and the event
was open to the public. The class helped raise awareness of the Commission's work
across the County and demonstrated our commitment to personal safety.



Seed Project
o BCCSW Commissioner Marissa Meehan purchased seeds from a local business and
paired them with a thoughtful message of appreciation — distributing them to mothers of
varying backgrounds across Berkshire County. Ribbon for the project was generously
donated by the Lenox Library.

PCTV Commercial
o  Since resigned, former BCCSW Commissioner Kristen Tool contacted local community
television station PCTV and utilized their PSA Days to reserve time for BCCSW to record a
commercial. In collaboration with BCCSW Commissioner Marissa Meehan & the Chair, all
parties contributed to a PowerPoint presentation that utilized a provided script for a
voiceover promoting the Commission's work.

Outreach

Former BCCSW Commissioner Kristen Tool aided in a large quantity of our outreach attempts.
Kristen found various contacts to cold approach and obtained data from Berkshire Regional
Planning Commission. BRPC had information regarding town select people & administrators for
Berkshire Co. This helped BCCSW to have contact information of important notable people in the
region which expands our existing network even further.

BCCSW Commissioners Franci Gazzaniga & Destiny Easler worked hard to identify meeting
locations & collaborate with local entities to ensure ease of access for our purposes. This
increased awareness of the Commission’s presence and support in our county.

Commissioner Sarah Gillooly secured meeting space at Girls Inc. in Pittsfield for the
Commission's bi-monthly community meetings — directly supporting our mission to advocate for
women and girls across Berkshire County. The partnership also means Girls Inc. staff are now
better acquainted with the Commission's work and goals.

Commissioner Marissa Meehan maintained the Commission's online presence through regular
posts, original graphics, and written content supporting our events, recruitment, and community
visibility. She drafted and distributed press releases and letters to the editor, designed, printed,
and posted flyers across the county, and coordinated an on-air radio interview with
commissioners to publicize the public hearing. Her communications work ensured the
Commission's voice reached well beyond its immediate network — bringing our mission to new
audiences and giving the Commission a consistent, professional identity throughout the year.

BCCSW Commissioners Laura Cabrera & Sarah Gillolly brought their respective group of young
girls (Latinas 413, Girls Inc) to the GELI Summit hosted on 04/30 at Amherst College. Together
they provided representation for the BCCSW. Additionally, prominent community member Shirley
Edgerton of the Berkshire NAACP & the ROPE program brought a group of teen girls to attend the
event. The Chair & Vice Chair were present, resulting in around 20 individuals from the
Pittsfield/Berkshire region that represented the Commission at this prominent event.

Chair Meg Arvin served as the connective tissue of the Commission's work throughout the year —
transporting materials, managing logistics, and handling countless details that kept everything
moving. Her outreach was extensive, her preparation thorough, and her presence at events
consistently set the tone for how the Commission shows up in the community. At the public
hearing in particular, her ability to balance structure with genuine warmth transformed the
proceedings into a real conversation. She leads not just by directing but by doing, and her
commitment to the women and girls of Berkshire County is evident in everything she takes on.

Goals for the next fiscal year:

Continue to invite community partners to meetings



o By expanding our practice of inviting community partners to meetings, we aim to
deepen those relationships and uncover new opportunities to serve women and
girls across Berkshire County

e Continue online presence
o To expand awareness of the Commission, we'll continue having a social media
presence to share information and resources with our communities. Our primary
focus has been Facebook, and we aim to improve our presence on Instagram as
well. Both platforms lend favor to reaching wider audiences.

e Continuing our in-person community presence

o The Commission regularly hosts meetings in public and community spaces. This
year we accomplished a public hearing, and we also have consistently held a self-
defense class at a local Girls Inc. chapter. Having reliable public events allows our
community to know regularly held access points to us and they can depend on the
Commission showing up for them in this way. It supports local agencies by
utilizing highly accessible locations for many different people and can increase
the awareness of the Commission and the ongoing work we aim to accomplish.
Further, by continuing to engage with the community at integral points highlights
our capacity for follow-through.

e Table at community-based events
o To expand our presence across the County, we aim to table at least two
community events this fiscal year — one in South County and one in North County,
both areas that present unique outreach challenges. Tabling at community events
allows us to reach people who may be unfamiliar with the Commission's work and
to better represent the full range of Berkshire County's demographics.

e Grow the Commission
o ByFY 2027, we aim to seat a full Commission with representation from across
Berkshire County. We are actively seeking members who reflect the region's diversity
— including mothers, young professionals, women of color, gender nonconforming
individuals, non-English speakers, and community members of all backgrounds who
feel passionately about the lives of women and girls.

e Attend or co-host Joint Public Hearing

o The Commission has been in communication with the Hampshire and Franklin
County Commissions on the Status of Women regarding a joint public hearing
representing Western Massachusetts. While initial email exchanges outlined a
general approach, the date has not yet been confirmed. Commissioners Meg and
Destiny connected with regional commissioners Lydia and Amanda at the GELI
Summit, where the collaboration was discussed further and follow-up was
deferred to a future date.

e BCCSW Swag Bags — Community Outreach
o To further expand gratitude, appreciation, and awareness, the Commission would

like to assemble merchandise bags for gifting and donating to notable community
members. This can include elected officials, guest speakers, event hosts, and
more. Merchandise will consist of items such as shirts, tumblers, stickers,
notepads, pens, and more that will portray the logo of BCCSW. Additionally, we
aim to have specialized Commonwealth Heroine bags for those who are
nominated.

*Annual Report Submitted by Meg Arvin, Berkshire County CSW Chair — May 20, 2026



